
Volga Christian Reformed Church
Pastor: Joshua Carpenter   -   Phone:   269-271-8603
Sunday, May 3rd, 2026

Morning Worship 9:30 AM:  Worship Leader: Pastor: Joshua Carpenter
					  Organist: Ellie VandenBerg
					  Pianist: Leah Van Heerde

Prelude
Welcome & Call to Worship - 1 John 4:7-12
Silent Prayer of Preparation

Song - PH 624 Hear our Prayer, O Lord

*Song - Beautiful One (Screen)

*God’s Greeting

*We Greet Each Other

Gideon Presentation - John Brawand

Summary of God’s Law (Matthew 22:37-40)

Song - How Deep the Father’s Love for Us (Screen)

Congregational Prayer
Offering: Volga Christian School & Budget
Children’s Message

*Song - PH 285 O Jesus, I Have Promised (Verses 1-2 & 4)

Scripture Lesson: Song of Songs 2:7 & 8:6-7
Text: Song of Songs 2:7 & 8:6-7
Message: Putting Off Lust, Putting On Chastity

Prayer of Application
*Song - PH 568 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
*Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 53 & Apostles’ Creed
*God’s Blessing

*Doxology: PH 630 Now Blessed Be the Lord Our God
Postlude
	

*Please stand if you are able
	


WELCOME:   The sun comes up. It's a new day dawning. It's time to sing God’s praises again. Whatever may pass and whatever lies before us let us be singing God’s praises when the evening comes. Everyone is invited to stay for coffee and cookies after the morning service.

This morning we wish to extend a warm welcome to Mr. John Brawand who will tell us about the work of Gideons. An offering for the Gideons will be received at the door. 

Dakota Sun Ministry today: In charge: Junior High & High School / Christy Van Heerde (Musician) To visit: Pre-K – 5th Sunday School / Any other visitors welcome
*If you are unable to attend your assigned day, please find someone to go for you

Ushers for May: Preston Top,    Gerald Feikema;     Alternate: Zack Post
Elevator Attendant for May: Marla Volkers

Calendar: 
[bookmark: docs-internal-guid-2ae79091-7fff-c2e4-4c]Today:  9:30 AM   Morning Worship
	   10:45 AM   Preschool-5th Grade Sing
   11:00 AM   Sunday School & Catechism
Wed:    2:00  PM   Women’s Bible Study
Wed:    7:00  PM    Sr. & Jr. High Youth Group 
Wed:    7:00 PM    Council Meeting	
Sat:      8:30   AM    Men’s Bible Study

 
Prayer Concerns:
1. We want to rejoice with Ashton and Kacey Fey and the rest of their family as they welcomed their new little one, Sawyer Lee, this past Thursday morning!
2. May we thank and praise the Lord for His answer to prayer of sending rain lately to replenish the earth!

Announcements:
1. A note for Adult Sunday School:  Adult Sunday School will not be meeting today for class. 
2. Senior High Youth Group -  Senior High Youth Group meets this week, Wednesday, for their final meeting of the school year, starting at 7 PM.  Hope to see you there and bring a friend!
3. Women’s Bible Study meets this week, Wednesday at 2 PM in the church basement.  Pastor Josh will lead the next lesson, Lesson 20: Warnings That Call Us to Obedience.  Come and enjoy spending time in God’s Word and food and fellowship afterward.  Lunch Provider: Fannie Jansen.
4. Looking Ahead:
a. End of Sunday School Fellowship - On Sunday, May 17th, there will be a shortened lesson time for Sunday School & Catechism, after which we’ll get to enjoy a time of food and fellowship with a churchwide potluck and cornhole tournament.  Hope to see you there!
b. 2026 Baccaluareate Service - The Volga Ministerial would like to invite you to the 2026 Sioux Valley Baccalaureate service to be held in the PAC at 7 PM on May 13.  This service will have music, prayers and blessings for the graduates and an inspirational message to the graduates from Pastor Gary Mulder from First Reformed Church.
c. Annual Golf Scramble - On Sunday, June 7th, our annual golf scramble!  This event is for all ages and all skill levels. Tee times will start about 3:30. Please let Dan Runia know if you want to play in the golf tournament or have any questions. There will be hot dogs, s’mores, and a bonfire that evening at the Carpenter’s at 6:00.  Feel free to bring a dish to pass, but don’t feel obligated to.
d. Save the date.  May 25 Lyla Doyle (former interim pastor's wife) and her daughter Carolyn will be visiting over the memorial day weekend.  Anyone who would like to visit with them on May 25, the Bjorklund home will be open from 4:00-8:00 for visiting with light snacks available.  Come and go as you like. The address is 904 E 4th St. Volga.

Vacation bible school (Snowball Mountain Challenge) is now taking registrations.  It will be held Tuesday, May 26-Friday, May 29, 6:00-8:15 at Sioux Valley School.   Must be age 4 by May 26 to current 6th graders.  Please register before May 1.  Registration can be done on the facebook site or email Michelle.vandeweerd@gmail.com.

Volga Christian School is selling Medary Acres gift certificates. If you are interested in purchasing one, please contact Ashley Triebwasser.

Offering Schedule:                                                   Nursery Schedule:
May 3rd: VCS & Budget                                              May 3rd: Knevelbaard Family
May 10th: Skavdahls & Budget                                   May 10th: Kauk Family
May 17th: Navigators & Budget                                  May 17th: Van Norden Family

Our Council:  Pastor Joshua Carpenter
· Elders: Ashton Fey, Dale Algood, Doug Post, Larry Top
· Deacons: Connor Gross, Keith Tofte, Ryan Van Norden, Will Davis
· e-mail address for council:  volgacrccouncil@gmail.com 




May 3, 2026 | Putting Off Lust, Putting On Chastity
Song of Songs 2:7 & 8:6-7

Theme: Fostering _______ and ________ that ______________ love God and our ______________.



1. _____________ the __________ Straight:



2. ________ vs. ________:


3. __________ Hearts and Minds:




Sermon Resources for Further Study:
· Glittering Vices: A New Look at the Seven Deadly Sins and their Remedies by Rebecca Konyndyk DeYoung
· Song of Songs by Ian M. Duguid
· The Song of Solomon - An Invitation to Intimacy by Douglas Sean O’Donnell
· Psalms thru Song of Songs by Tremper Longman III

“God has created us in such a way that love is powerful; sexual passion is powerful. It is not something to be toyed with. Yet neither is love or sex something to be denigrated or denied because it is somehow dirty or unspiritual. There is a proper time for love and sexual passion, a time when it will be appropriate and right to release its overwhelming power. Until that proper time comes, however, it is something to wait for, not to rush into.” - Iain Duguid

“The trouble is lust’s reductive impulses: to reduce sexual pleasure to one’s own individual gratification, apart from a relationship to a person; or to reduce it to the only end we have in view, apart from all its other purposes; or to strip it down to is purely physical dimension, apart from its integration into our full humanity.” - Rebecca DeYoung

“Lust, by contrast, pretends sex and sexual pleasure are a party for one.  Lust makes sexual pleasure all about me.  It is a self-gratification project…I want my pleasure, says the lustful one, and I want it now.” - Rebecca DeYoung

“If chastity is not a rulebook of ‘don’ts,’ then what is it?  It is a ‘pro-love’ lifestyle, and therefore a virtue one needs whether single, married, old or young.  Chastity is not something you need only when dating or surfing the Internet; it is a quality of one’s character, evident in all areas of life.” - Rebecca DeYoung



