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  2025





Volga Christian Reformed Church
Pastor: Joshua Carpenter   -   Phone:   269-271-8603
Sunday, Nov 2nd, 2025

Morning Worship 9:30 AM:  Worship Leader: Pastor Joshua Carpenter
					  Organist: Marge Kleinjan
					  Praise Team		  				


Prelude
Welcome & Call to Worship - Ps. 108:1-5
Silent Prayer of Preparation
Song - PH 624 Hear our Prayer, O Lord

*Song - Come Now is the Time to Worship (Screen)

*God’s Greeting
*We Greet Each Other

God’s Law 
Song - Grace Like Rain (Screen)

Congregational Prayer
Offering: Volga Christian School & Budget
Children’s Message

*Song - PH 291 May the Mind of Christ, My Savior

Scripture Lesson: Acts 4:32-37
Text: Acts 4:32-37
Message: Spiritual Gifts: Generosity

Prayer
*Song - PH 296 We Give You but Your Own
*Apostles’ Creed
*God’s Blessing

*Doxology: PH 320 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
Postlude
	*Please stand if you are able

WELCOME: The Prophet Isaiah reminds us that “those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint” (40:31). Let us claim that wonderful promise as we preset ourselves humbly before God. Please join us for coffee and cookie fellowship in the foyer following this morning’s service. 
Ushers for November: Dan Runia,    Gene Volkers;           Alternate: Jerry Runia
Elevator Attendant for November:  Cyndi Ulvestad

Calendar: 
[bookmark: docs-internal-guid-2ae79091-7fff-c2e4-4c]Today:  9:30 AM    Morning Worship
	   10:45 AM   Preschool-5th Grade Sing
   11:00 AM   Sunday School & Catechism
   11:00 AM   Dakota Sun Visit
Wed:    6:30  PM   Cadets 
 	   7:00  PM   Senior High Youth Group
Thurs:  3:45  PM   GEMS
  
Dakota Sun Ministry today, November 2nd: 
· In charge: Doug Posts’ / Katie Hoogwerf (Musician)
· To visit: Hoogwerf’s, Kevin & Tanya Triebwasser, Zach & Jacob
*If you are unable to attend your assigned day, please find someone to go in your place

Prayer Concerns:
1. We want to extend our sincere Christian sympathies to the family of Lawrence De Groot in his passing.  The funeral will be held next week Wednesday at Rude’s Funeral Home at 2 PM with a time of visitation prior to the service starting at 1 PM.  May the Lord’s peace that passes all understanding rest upon them during this time.
2. Please keep in prayer all those who are battling various illnesses and dealing with different health concerns in our congregation and community.

Announcements:
1. High school catechism will meet today after worship in the parsonage around 11 AM.
2. Women’s Bible Study will not meet this week, but will meet the following week at our regularly scheduled time and place. 
3. Senior High Youth Group will meet this week Wednesday at First Reformed Church at 7 PM.  Bring a friend.
4. The VCS Annual Harvest Festival is scheduled for this Saturday, November 8th at Gracepoint Church in Brookings. There will be lunch, a live auction, a bake sale, and supervised activities for the kids. For questions or to make donations, please call the school at 605-627-9286. All proceeds will benefit the general fund at Volga Christian School.
5. Worship Committee will meet next week Monday, 7 PM, here at church in the office.

Looking Ahead:
· Single Senior Thanksgiving Supper - On Friday, Nov. 21, Kayla and I want to extend the invitation once again for the widows, widowers, and singles sixty-five and up in our congregation to celebrate Thanksgiving together here at the church to enjoy some time of food and fellowship.  Please let us know if you plan to attend so that we can plan accordingly how much food we will need.  Doors will open at 5:30 PM, and the meal will be served at 6 PM.  If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to either Kayla (269)-532-6893 or myself (269)-271-8603.
· Annual Bowling Night at The Lanes - On Wednesday evening, Nov. 26, we will have our annual bowling night at The Lanes in Brookings, starting at 7 PM.  Mark your calendars for an evening of fun and fellowship!
· Thanksgiving Day Service - Thursday, Nov. 27, at 9:30 AM, we’ll gather together on Thanksgiving Day to worship our Lord together, coming before Him to praise His name, to express our gratitude and thankfulness to Him!





Offering Schedule:   		
· Nov 2nd:    VCS & Budget
· Nov 9th:    Navigators & Budget
· Nov 16th:  Skavdahls’ & Budget
· Nov 23rd:  
Nursery Schedule:   		
· Nov 2nd:     Davis Family     
· Nov 9th:      Van Norden Family     
· Nov 16th:    Kauk Family     
· Nov 23rd:    Fey Family     
 
Our Council:  Pastor Joshua Carpenter
· Elders: Ashton Fey, Dale Algood, Doug Post, Larry Top
· Deacons: Connor Gross, Keith Tofte, Ryan Van Norden, Will Davis
· e-mail address for council:  volgacrccouncil@gmail.com



















This Week’s Unfading Truth: God, who is rich in mercy, according to his unchangeable purpose of election does not take his Holy Spirit from his own completely, even when they fall grievously. Be reminded of this comforting truth as we read the Bible together all this week at UnfadingTruth.com.

November 2, 2025 | Spiritual Gifts: Generosity | Acts 4:32-37


Theme: Being good stewards of the spiritual gifts God has graciously given us.


Passage Notes:















Application Notes:

















Weekly Reflection: How can you exercise the spiritual gift of generosity in your day-to-day life through the Lord’s grace and strength?
















Sermon Resources Used For Further Study:
· An Introduction to the New Testament by D.A. Carson & Douglas J. Moo
· Commentary upon the Acts of the Apostles Vol. 1 by John Calvin
·  Acts: The Church Afire by R. Kent Hughes
· Acts Thru Corinthians by Peter Barnes and Robert Deffinbaugh
· NIV Application Commentary: Acts by Ajith Fernando

“There was also spiritual care. Material sharing was just the tip of the iceberg. The believers were people-oriented. When Christians sincerely care for one another’s material needs, they want to minister to spiritual needs as well—bearing one another’s burdens, sympathizing with and praying for one another. In touch with others’ hurts, they gladly sacrifice time and comfort for those who are in need.” - R. Kent Hughes

“Again, he meaneth not that the faithful sold all that they had, but only so much as need required.” - John Calvin
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